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MEN'S HOOP SEASON ENDS
guffey/jg

3/6/79
state, Big Sky, basketball
MISSOULA-Three records were broken this year

to highlight the 1978-79 basketball season

at the University of Montana.
The Grizzlies finished with a 14-13 overall record and a 7-7 Big Sky Conference
mark under first-year coach Mike Montgomery.
More importantly, Montana qualified for the BSC tournament for the second
straight year.

Although official NCAA statistics are not out yet, UM should finish

among the top 10 teams in the nation defensively.
Sharp-shooting senior forward Allan Nielsen established a new career free throw
shooting record, making 124 of 149 (.832) shots in his four-year career.
forward from Westby, MT

The 6-6

passed Eric Hays' charity shooting figure of .809 (182

of 225) .
Another record established was the largest home crowd.
the Montana State game, won by the Grizzlies, 55-53.
statewide.

UM had 9,526 fans at

The game was also televised

That night Harry Adams Field House had its arena named after former UM

player, basketball coach and athletic director, "Jiggs" Dalhberg.
There was also a record set in team free throw percentage.

This year's team

shot . 735 (378 for 514), breaking the old mark of .711 (313 of 440) set in 1974-75.
Nielsen joined teammate John Stroeder in the single sea son scoring honor role
with 375 .

Stroeder had 370.

Chuck Burgess (364

The duo ranks 21st and 22nd, respectively, passing

in 1942-43).

Burgess is now UM's equipment man.

Nielsen also became one of the top Grizzly career scorers with 774.
him 15th.
-more-

That ranks
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It was recently announced that both Nielsen and Stroeder were picked on the
second team on the all-conference team.

Both were also second team all-BSC last

year.
"I think it's too bad the University of Montana didn't play to its capabilities,"
said Montgomery, referring to the 98-71 loss to Weber State in the first round of
the BSC playoffs last weekend in Ogden, Utah.

"I'm still proud of the kids and the

season we had," he added.
"Our players made a lot of progress this season," he continued; "especially
our sophomores Blaine Taylor, Craig Zanon

and Rod Brandon.

We'll definitely miss

our three seniors, though."
Montgomery, who immediately hit the recruiting trail in Denver after the
conference playoffs, said he has a top priority for next season.
"The quickness of our team hurt us all year," he said.

"One of our priorities

will be to try to upgrade our team quickness."
The graduate of Long Beach State (1968) also said, "Weber State proved they
were the best team in the tournament (they blitzed Northern Arizona 92-70 for the
championship).

I think Weber State will be a good representative of the conference

in the NCAAs, and I want to wish them luck."
Montgomery went on to say he thought this was the "most balanced conference I
have seen since I have been in it (six years).

Next year Weber State will have almost

everyone back (three BSC first team all-conference selections), and the rest of us
wi 11 be trying to unseed them."
~1ontana

was 12-1 in Jiggs Dahlberg Arena, losing only to Fresno State (37-36).

The Griz were l-11 on the road.

That solo victory was a thrilling 61-60 victory over

Kansas State.

It was the first time since 1973 K-State had lost a nonconference

tilt at home.

UM was 1-1 at a neutral site, downing LaSalle 91-78 in the first round

of the KOA Classic in Billings, and then bowing to Portland 77-69 in the championship
game.
-more-
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UM was a perfect 7-0 in BSC games at home, but lost all seven conference road
games.

Two of those losses were to Boise State and Idaho State by one point in

overtime.

The ISU game tied a BSC record, going into four overtimes.

The Grizzlies are now 736-809 overall since their first season in 1905-1906.
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